
 

December 16, 2024

Happy Holidays,

Like many of you, we review this year's events and count
our many blessings. For us here at the LABEOC, it has
been a year full of tremendous accomplishments. We want
to thank everyone who has been with us on this incredible
ride, and we look forward to what 2025 has in store for us. 

2024 Overview

Change in administration in the Governor and the majority of the cabinet
New GOHSEP director and staff
Supported response to numerous severe weather events

Hurricane Beryl Response, Hurricane Francine Response, Saltwater
Intrusion in NOLA, and Winter Weather

Hosted a Private Sector Tabletop Exercise
Relaunched the LABEOC business database to support emergency
managers with vetted vendors during the 2024 LEPA conference
Presented Business Preparedness at LEPA Midwinter Conference and
other meetings throughout the state
Launched the GOHSEP Training Academy at UL Lafayette to provide
training in weather interpretation, cybersecurity, and school safety.
Completed training to be a FEMA Basic course instructor (Jim)
Hosted a GOHSEP exercise in the LABEOC facility
Completed HURREVAC training with GOHSEP and the National Weather
Service.
Participated in the Long-Term Recovery subcommittee
Completed upgrades to the LABEOC facility
Participated in Cybersecurity Awareness Month in October with a social
media campaign and hosted a “Cybersecurity Trends Impacting Business &
Industry.” webinar.

It’s been a dynamic year for the LABEOC, and 2025 looks even better.



The GOHSEP Training Academy at UL Lafayette offerings will expand in
2025. The spring semester schedule is on the GOHSEP STEMS website.
Host in-person ICS 300 and 400 courses in the spring semester. 
Launch the Business 360 podcast in the spring of 2025, focusing on topics
relating to the emergency management industry in Louisiana. 
Finalized planning for a FEMA basic academy in late 2025. 
Continue to support the Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Association
(LEPA) and GOHSEP in their efforts to develop Artificial Intelligence tools
for emergency management. 
Host an exercise mobilizing the Alternate state EOC site

Finally, thank you to all our LABEOC supporters and followers. We enjoy building
relationships and providing education opportunities during blue skies so that your
gray skies are not that dark.

If you want to learn more about these initiatives and programs, don't hesitate to
get in touch with me at james.williams@louisiana.edu.

James 'Jim' Williams
Public-Private Partnership Operations Officer
Informatics Research Institute
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
james.williams@louisiana.edu
337.482.0633

Greetings from the NIMSAT Institute! 

Finally, after a blistering summer and warmer-than-usual fall, Louisiana is gearing
up for winter, usually from December to February. With temperatures set to dip in
the low 30s this week, it's time to review how we can be #WinterReady.

Did you know that 63% of temperature-related deaths are related to cold exposure
or that home heating is the second leading cause of home fires, primarily in the
winter? In addition, travel in the winter months has specific risks, especially if you
or your family or friends are traveling by car.

To be #WinterReady, FEMA advises that it is critical to

mailto:james.williams@louisiana.edu


Know what to do before, during, and after a winter storm.
Listen to local officials.
Have emergency supplies at home, work, and in the car.
Stay off the road during and after a winter storm.
Use a carbon monoxide alarm, especially if using alternative heating devices.
Use heating devices safely.

Specifically, to prepare for the risks present during the Winter, FEMA urges you to: 

Learn the signs of frostbite and hypothermia and how to respond 
Prevent Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning. Install a CO detector and check that it
has a working battery. Have your heating system checked by a qualified
professional. Never use a gas range or oven to heat your home. 
Get your car ready for cold weather. Service the radiator and maintain the antifreeze
level; ensure your tires are in good condition. Keep an emergency kit in your car,
including blankets, food, water, first aid, and other items you may need if you are
stranded. 
Home heating is the second leading cause of home fires, and most fires occur in
winter. Download the free Home Fire Safety Guide from the U.S. Fire Administration
to keep your home safe from fires. 

By understanding the risks associated with winter, you, your family, and your
employees can take proactive steps to ensure better safety and preparedness.

For more information on how to be #WinterReady, I encourage you to
visit https://www.ready.gov/winter-ready.

Ready #Cold # Winter #WinterStorm #Preparedness

As always, stay prepared and stay safe!

Shannon

Shannon Strother, PhD
Director, NIMSAT Institute
Informatics Research Institute
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
shannon.strother@louisiana.edu
337.482.0609

 

Latest News & Events

 Did you know that GOHSEP provides training opportunities?

https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102451/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=419f7244
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102452/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=58dae3c7
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102453/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=68de5da5
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102454/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=611a3215
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102455/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=6912437c
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102456/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=445435c9
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6102457/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=b9d4396a
mailto:shannon.strother@louisiana.edu


View full training
schedule

 

https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5870265/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=07f58939
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5870265/1/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=cda1fa38




Learn more 

Latest News

https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6121829/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=3962e95c
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/6121829/1/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=e5ebd2ca
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3674504/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=cdf26983
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3674504/1/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=1a5cf7c2


Helpful Links

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us for the latest news!

The LABEOC is managed by the National Incident Management Systems and Advanced Technologies Institute
at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, in partnership with the Governor's Office of Homeland Security &
Emergency Preparedness and Louisiana Economic Development.

https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3682291/0/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=5eba10db
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3682291/1/1006242/?b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=c7090e1f
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=fa669c1a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/2/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=41514a93
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/5645506/2/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=41514a93
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=24820d1e
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/2/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=a3677056
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3550331/2/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=a3677056
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3501872/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=45fd2b9a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3501872/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=45fd2b9a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3501872/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=45fd2b9a
https://www.ne16.com/t/8235811/156935941/3501872/0/1006242/?e4eaa8c3=MTAwNjI0Mg&8823dc38=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&2fc32d01=NjFkYjZiYzItYjQyZC00MTE4LWFkNmUtODExNmFkM2MyZTRj&18fc3884=ODIzNTgxMQ&b44ed14b=OThjMDNjNzQtZmIwZC00NDcxLTg0ZTctNTljNDJiMTFlOWEz&x=45fd2b9a
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